
 

Our 400 
Challenge your students to design the commemorations and win a trip 
across the Atlantic! 

We are challenging school students (ages 14-17) to design a joint 
commemoration for the 2020 400th anniversary of the migration of the 
Pilgrims from Leiden to Plymouth. A joint commemoration design can be a 
performative activity, a graphic design, a memorialisation, or basically 
anything! Winning teams will have a chance to travel across the Atlantic 
to deliver on their designs! 
 
In 2020 Leiden (NL) and Plymouth (USA) will witness a lot of activities that signal, celebrate, 
commemorate, frame and reframe the 400th anniversary of the journey of the Mayflower on 
which the Pilgrims sailed across the Atlantic, from Leiden to Plymouth. 
 
In this way the students will be able to immerse themselves in the commemorative activities, 
not as passive recipients of new programmes and not only as joyful participants in an 
international conversation, but as creative designers, team-builders, independent plotters and 
problem-solvers. We invite them to address the challenge resting behind all our activities: How 
should the migration of the pilgrims be commemorated together? 
 
We invite you to register yourself and your students. We will work with you to form 
trans-atlantic teams (6 per team max.). These teams will be supported by our content advisors 
and a resources website.  Will they be able to work well together across the ocean and come up 

 



 
with new, innovative, inclusive and well-researched joint ideas? We will invite you, as their 
teacher, to take part in a number of design thinking training sessions. 
 
The competition of ideas will be open from February 1st onward. The student team prototypes 
will be reviewed by an expert jury and should be submitted by June 1st. Two teams will be 
invited to test their commemoration prototypes in September in Plymouth (USA). The winning 
team will get the unique opportunity to present their commemoration design at the public 
closure of the year in November in Leiden (NL). 
 
We expect the winning design to: 

● Be sensitive to and showing awareness of inclusivity in the history, legacy and memory 
of the pilgrims’ journey.  

● Be built on historical analysis and with historical thinking skills (e.g. usage of sources, 
exploration of perspectives, reflection on narratives, eye for chronology and 
complexity; 

● Demonstrate empathy towards various points of view by engaging with advisors and 
showing how advice was received and processed, or not and why. 

● Be original, creative and innovative in showing a different and exciting perspective, 
approach or method. 

 
Want to participate as a teacher with (a number of) your student(s)? Send your information 
(name, school, subject, level) as well as the names of the students to Jonathan Even-Zohar 
(evenzohar@gmail.com) before 24th February 2020! 
 
This challenge has been set-up to pilot with design thinking methodology in applied/public 
history education. We are developing a challenge support kit for both teachers and students 
alike. If you register as a teacher, we would highly appreciate your inputs. This project is a pilot 
for what is to become an annual migration history challenge run jointly by Erfgoed Leiden, De 
Leidse Aanpak and Plymouth Public Schools. 
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